Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/25 : CIA-RDP90-OO552R000302470041-2 I

STAT

ARED :
ARTICLE APFE THE WASHINGTON POST
ON PAGE-—&L” 23 June 1981

Court Deadlocks
On Wzretap Suzt
Agamst Nzxon o
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a 'I'he Supreme.. Courts ymterday
deadlocked~on- the cruciak issue of
whether présidénts “andtheir-advisers
can. be sued for monetary*&am;ges
wherr they violate the law: 3.0
The. court,‘.; with" Jistice: -Wﬂham.
Rehnquxst oL v voting,- split-4’ fo 4 over,
a.damage suit brought by former Na-
tional Security' Council staff aide Mor-
“ton Halperin against- formerprwdent
-Nixon, his attorney. general, John N.
“Mitchell, and his chief of ‘staff, HR:
-Haldeman, after Halperin discovered
‘that.the Nixon White House. had il-
“legally tapped. his phones.” Rehnquist
worked fon Mxtchell at the time of the
itaps. .. Y O 5l
: The tle vote automatlcally affirms
ithe victory Halperin won in the lower
court, s0 he and his family may be
,able to. collect money from Nixon and
his former advisers. The- issue of the
‘amount, and whether. former national
security- affairs adviser Henry A Kiss=
:inger must also pay, is up to the lower
cecourts, "
" :But’ tle votes have o unpact on
‘other cases and the government’s ar:
‘gument,. . that - presidents. and: their
aides should - have - immunity- -from
such. suits, ‘Temains unresolved. 'The
‘government contended that. "allowing
‘the suits,-as the Court of Appee]s for
‘the - District - of Cqumbm “did- in :the
"Halperin case, wculd senously thzeaten pr&o
|dentxal power. e = % YR
The justices may answer- the quatxon next
year At the same time that they split on the
: Ha]perm case yaetarday theyagreed to re
:view a damage suit against Nixon brought by
:former. Pentagon “whistle-blower” A. Ernest|
* Fitzgerald .over his . dmxmssal by tha leon
'admunstratxon. R !
~Mark Lynch, Ha]penns Amenmn le '
Liberties Union lawyer, said yesterday he be-|.
lxeved Halperin would collect ‘his‘money. But|
“the Supremo Court could hold up any award
;and possibly ! even deny xt, ‘depending on
‘when and how the Juahoes reeolva the Fnz-
‘gerald case next year: . . N UL
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